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people still look to Norway and will always
do so.

Your Majesty, I am grateful for all you
have done to keep our friendship strong, to
prepare our kindred nations for a new cen-
tury and a new millennium, when we will
have some more shared history based on our
shared values.

I ask all of you now to join me in a toast
to King Harald, to the Queen, to the people
of Norway, and to our wonderful alliance.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:30
p.m. in the Banquet Room at the Royal Palace.
In his remarks, he referred to Queen Sonja of
Norway. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
King Harald V.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority
in Oslo
November 1, 1999

EgyptAir Flight 990 Aircraft Tragedy
Q. Mr. President, is there anything new

on the crash, sir? Has the Pentagon radar
or satellite imagery been able to yield any
clues as to what happened to EgyptAir 990?

President Clinton. Nothing that I’ve
been briefed on.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. Chairman, what would you like the

President to do to be helpful to your aspira-
tions, as you put it?

Chairman Arafat. Not to forget that first
agreement which had been started here in
Oslo had been signed under his supervision
in the White House. We cannot forget it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:52 p.m. in the
Gamlebyen Room at the SAS Radisson Hotel. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Statement on the Death
of Walter Payton
November 1, 1999

We were saddened to hear of the death
of Walter Payton. In the long highlight reel

of this life cut short, Walter Payton will al-
ways be a man in motion: breaking tackles,
breaking records, clearing every obstacle in
his path. From the first day he donned the
uniform of the Chicago Bears in 1975, until
his retirement 13 years later, Walter Payton
missed only one game—and that was because
the coach ordered him to rest his ankle. He
followed a long line of great Bears running
backs and became the greatest of them all.
The record books confirm that. But individ-
ual triumphs would never mean as much to
Walter Payton as a victory he could share
with his teammates and with the fans who
endured, season after season, the icy winds
of Soldier Field. Walter Payton would not
stop running until his Bears were as great
as the Bears of old, until they had again won
the Super Bowl—which they did, in dramatic
fashion, in 1985.

Walter Payton faced his illness with the
same grit and determination that he showed
every week on the football field. The people
of Chicago—and all Americans who love the
game of football—will miss him profoundly.

We would like to offer our condolences
to Walter’s wife, Connie, and to their two
children, Jarrett and Brittney. Our hearts are
with them today.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary as a statement by the Presi-
dent and the First Lady.

Proclamation 7247—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
1999
November 1, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ours is a nation inextricably linked to the

histories of the many peoples who first inhab-
ited this great land. Everywhere around us
are reminders of the legacy of America’s first
inhabitants. Their history speaks to us
through the name of our cities, lakes, and
rivers; the food on our tables; the magnificent
ruins of ancient communities; and, most im-
portant, the lives of the people who retain
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the cultural, spiritual, linguistic, and kinship
bonds that have existed for millennia.

As we reflect on the heritage of American
Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawai-
ians, we also reaffirm our commitment to fos-
tering a prosperous future for native youth
and children. At the foundation of these ef-
forts is our work to provide a quality edu-
cation to all Native American children. In
particular, we have sought significantly in-
creased funding to support Bureau of Indian
Affairs school construction and 1,000 new
teachers for American Indian youth. My 1998
Executive order on American Indian and
Alaska Native Education sets goals to im-
prove high school completion rates and im-
prove performance in reading and mathe-
matics. And we are working to get computers
into every classroom and to expand the use
of educational technology.

We are also seeking ways to empower Na-
tive American communities and help them
prosper. My Administration is expanding
consultation and collaborative decision-mak-
ing with tribal governments to promote self-
determination. We also support tribal gov-
ernment economic development initiatives,
particularly those that increase or enhance
the infrastructure necessary for long-term
economic growth. My New Markets Initia-
tive seeks to leverage public and private in-
vestment to boost economic development in
areas that have not shared in our recent na-
tional prosperity. In July, I visited the Pine
Ridge Reservation of the Oglala Sioux, as
part of my New Markets Tour, to explore
opportunities for economic development in
Indian Country.

Among the most serious barriers to eco-
nomic growth facing tribal communities is a
lack of housing, physical infrastructure, and
essential services. My Administration is
working with tribal leaders to build and ren-
ovate affordable housing on tribal lands,
bring quality drinking water to economically
distressed Indian communities, and improve
public safety. We are moving to assist tribal
governments in developing the physical in-
frastructure needed for economic develop-
ment, including roads, fiber-optic cabling,
and electric power lines.

In working together to shape a brighter
future for Indian Country, we must not lose

sight of the rich history of Native Americans.
Just weeks ago, the Smithsonian Institution
broke ground on the National Mall for the
National Museum of the American Indian.
This wonderful facility will preserve and cele-
brate the art, history, and culture of Ameri-
ca’s indigenous peoples. It is also fitting that
the first U.S. dollar coin of the new millen-
nium will bear the likeness of Sacajawea and
her infant son—an image that captures the
importance of our shared history.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 1999
as National American Indian Heritage
Month. I urge all Americans, as well as their
elected representatives at the Federal, State,
local, and tribal levels, to observe this month
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of November, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 3, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 4.

Remarks at a Ceremony Honoring
the Memory of Yitzhak Rabin in Oslo
November 2, 1999

Your Majesties, Prime Minister and Mrs.
Bondevik, Mr. Mayor, President Ahtisaari,
Shimon Peres, Prime Minister Barak, Chair-
man Arafat, Leah Rabin, ladies and gentle-
men, today we bear witness to the wisdom
of the Psalm which says, ‘‘the righteous shall
be in everlasting remembrance.’’ We honor
a righteous man whose memory is everlast-
ing, because he devoted his life to the secu-
rity of his country but gave his life to the
promise of peace.

Yitzhak Rabin’s life was a lesson, teaching
us that old fears and suspicions and hatreds


